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MUSEUM’S 1998 ATTENDANCE TOPS 665,000 — 

THIRD HIGHEST VISITORSHIP IN CMA HISTORY 

Nearly 200,000 View Exhibitions of CMA's Works in New York and Japan 

CLEVELAND — Robert P. Bergman, Director of the Cleveland Museum of Art, announced 
today that the museum's total attendance for 1998 was 665,177, the third highest annual 
attendance since the museum opened its doors in 1916. Over the last three ye^rs, annual 
attendance has increased by 209,000 visitors or 46%. The 1998 figure is an increase of 32,000 
visitors from 1997, and the fourth consecutive year of increased attendance. 

Dr. Bergman commented: "We are very pleased to have continued our growth in 
attendance, reaffirming that this museum is truly one of Cleveland’s premier cultural beacons 
and attractions. When we announced 632,000 visitors for 1997, w’e credited the strength of our 
permanent collection and our many community-based efforts in addition to the drawing power 
of the exhibitions that year, especially Faberge in America. For 1998, our permanent 
collection, particularly the reopening of our Armor Court, was an even greater factor." 

Major exhibition attendance accounted for only 38% of the total visitorship at the 
museum in 1998 compared to 51% in 1987, which had the highest attendance of 719,620. 

(The second highest attendance year was 1992 with 679,797.) Final headcounts for the major 
exhibitions for 1998 were led by Vatican Treasures (February 8-April 12) with 150,567 
visitors. In the spring and summer, Gifts of the Nile (May 10-July 5) drew 3 1,087 and 
Buddhist Treasures (August 9-September 27) attracted 38,1 66. Cleveland Collects 
Contemporary Art which opened November 8 and continues through January 10 w'as seen by 
39,802 visitors in 1998. 

Among non-exhibition events included within the 665,000 figure, the five-week Armor 
Court Festival welcomed 32,000 visitors to that gallery, with another 20,000 attending related 
activities. The museum's education department serv ed over 70,000 school children in 1998. 
More than 35,000 people of all ages attended Summer Evenings activities. Education and 
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public programming offered beyond the museum walls, and therefore not included within the 
665,000 figure, such as Parade the Circle and the Chalk Festival served upwards of 100,000 
additional people. 

Two major exhibitions exclusively or substantially with works from the CMA collection 
were presented in 1998, attracting nearly 200,000 visitors. When Silk Was Gold, organized 
by the CMA and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, was seen by over 84,000 people in New 
York (after 49,000 saw it here in 1997). And an estimated 100,000 thousand international 
visitors experienced Highlights of Asian Paintings from the Cleveland Museum of Art in 
Nara and Tokyo, Japan. In addition to these, approximately 120 works from the CMA 
permanent collection were seen in some 30 international exhibitions in Berlin, London, Paris, 
Mexico City, Hong Kong and Zurich, among others; and approximately 50 exhibitions in 
various U.S. venues including Boston, Seattle, Chicago, Los Angeles, Washington, DC, San 
Antonio, Philadelphia, Columbus, OH, and Raleigh, NC. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is now preparing for its next major exhibition, Diego 
Rivera: Art and Revolution, February 14-May 2. For ticket information, contact the 
museum's Membership and Ticket Center at (216) 421-7350. 
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